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Book Notices. 285 

tion is that the accidents of history have made them titled personages?" (2) The 
fact that in the arrangement of matter the ethnographical has been allowed to ex- 
ert a greater influence than the chronological method. It is only in this way that 
one can get clear and succinct ideas of history. (3) The division of the text into 
paragraphs, under each of which is placed as much matter as the scope of the book 
allows to be given. The wisdom of omitting all footnotes and references to 
larger works may well be questioned. Of 471 pp., 12 are given to a general in- 
troduction, 31 to Egypt, 11 to Chaldsea, 17 to Assyria, 12 to Babylonia, 13 to the 
Hebrew Nation, 7 to the Phoenicians, 17 to the Persians, 112 to Greece, 232 to 
Rome. That part of Ancient History in which we are most interested, is, as 
shown above, treated very briefly. If it is true, as the author himself says, that 
" of all the elements of the rich legacy bequeathed to the modern by the ancient 
world, by far the most important, in their influence upon the course of events, were 
those transmitted to us through the ancient Hebrews " — why should not more 
space have been employed in the narration of these elements? The fact is that in 
historical manuals, and in historical study too little space and time are given to 
the consideration of the history of the Chosen People. 



LECTURES m HAGGAI AND ZECHARIAH.* 



It is strange that ministers do not more often undertake the work of exposition. 
Expository preaching should certainly- come in for a fair share of attention. The 
example of the worthy divine, who prepared these lectures solely for his people, and 
with no thought of their publication, might well be imitated. The writer gives 
evidence of having been a careful and conscientious student, but the lectures are 
especially valuable for the rich practical suggestions in which they abound. In 
the main the exegesis is good, careful study having been bestowed upon that part 
of the work which must always serve as the basis for the rest. In the interpreta- 
tion of symbols he is careful. Had the author himself prepared his work for the 
printer, he would doubtless have modified some portions of it. We cannot under- 
stand why the book should have been printed on such miserable paper. The ad- 
ditional expense of a few dollars would have made the volume much more at- 
tractive. 



SCIENCE OF THE DAY AND GENESIS, t 



This treatise claims to consider all points of contrast between science and the 
Bible history of creation. That scientists are for the most part skeptics, the 
author denies. Scientific leaders are Bible believers. The trouble is that in the 
majority of cases men who do not understand science interpret the Bible, while 



* Expository and Practical Lectures on Haggaiand Zechariah, by Bev. John Van Eaton, D. D., 
late pastor of the United Presbyterian Congregation of New York, N. Y. Edited by Rev. W. J. 
Eobinson, D. D. Pittsburgh: United Presbyterian Board of Publication. 12mo, pp. 366. 

Price $1.00. 

t Science of the Day and Genesis, by E. Nisbet, D. D. New York: W. B. Smith & Co., 27 Bond 
street. 12mo, pp. 149. Price $1.00. 



